Post-dural puncture headache and posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome: a misdiagnosis or co-presentation?
Posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome (PRES) is a rare neurological condition associated with a variety of underlying conditions, including preeclampsia. The headache associated with PRES may be indistinguishable from post-dural puncture headache, which may result in diagnostic delay. We report a case of PRES that was initially diagnosed as post-dural puncture headache. The case was unique because there were no features of preeclampsia, initial presentation was typical of post-dural puncture headache, and there was a five-day interval between the onset of headache and the development of seizures and cortical blindness, pathognomonic of PRES. It remains unclear whether this was an atypical presentation of PRES, initially misdiagnosed as post-dural puncture headache, or whether delayed treatment of headache triggered PRES.